












From: Eric Hanger
To: Dan Engelberg
Cc: Wade Najjum
Subject: Approval for Outside Activity Request - Teaching Environmental/Energy Law and Policy Development
Date: 11/10/2010 12:31 PM

Dan,

As the OIG Deputy Ethics Official, I have reviewed and approve your request to
engage in an outside activity to teach a single graduate level course on
Environmental/Energy Law and Policy Development at the University of Maryland for
the Spring 2011 semester.  For this work, you expect to receive compensation of

You have indicated that the position was offered primarily because of your
educational background (  and extensive knowledge of
the subject area, and that subject of the course does not relate to your official
duties.  Even if it did relate to your official duties, I find that it would appear that
you fit the note exception to 5 CFR 2635.807(e)(2)(E), as the subject matter of the
course appears to be within your “discipline or inherent area of expertise" based on
your educational background and experience.  See Note to 5 CFR
2635.807(e)(2)(E).  Moreover, I determine that this course fits the exception to the
ban on receiving compensation for work that is related to official duty since it is for
teaching a course requiring multiple presentations which is part of the regularly
established curriculum at an educational institution.  See 5 CFR 2635.807(e)(3).

While your request envisions the possibility of teaching future courses in
environmental management and policy, this approval extends only to this one
course.  Should you teach any other course or at any other time, you will need to
seek prior approval again.  

Because you are engaged in this activity in your personal capacity, you are advised
to abide by 5 CFR 2635.807(b)(2) in making reference to your official title and
position.  You can do so only as one of several biographical details with EPA not
having any undue prominence.  

You will have to report this position and the income on your next financial disclosure
report.  I will place a copy of this approval in your financial disclosure ethics file.  

Eric

Eric Hanger
Acting Counsel to the EPA Inspector General
202 566-0866 tel
202 566-0870 fax
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